SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIRL

his desire to make good by means of copulation the damage he has
done in his sadistic phantasies.1 When, as a result of the stronger
emergence of genital impulses, his ego reacts to his super-ego with
less anxiety and more guilt, he finds in the sexual act a pre-eminent
means of making reparation to the object, because of its connection
with his early sadistic phantasies. The nature and extent of his
restitutive phantasies, which are equivalent to the imaginary
damage, will not only be an important factor in his various activities
and in the formation of his sublimations but will very greatly
influence the course and outcome of his sexual development.2

Turning to the girl, we find that such considerations as the
contents and composition of her sadistic phantasies, the magnitude
of her reactive trends and the structure and strength of her ego will
affect her libidinal fixations and help to decide whether the restitu-
tion she makes shall have a masculine or a feminine character or
be a mixture of the two.3

Another thing which seems to me to be of importance for the final
outcome of the girl's development is whether the restitutive phan-
tasies which she builds up upon her specific sadistic ideas can
decisively influence the development of her ego as well as her sexual
life. Ordinarily they are interwoven and thus help to establish a
certain libido-position and a corresponding ego-position. If, for
instance, the small girl's sadism has been strongly centred in
phantasies of damaging her mother's body and stealing children and
her father's penis from it, she may be able, when her reactive
trends set in in force, to maintain her feminine position under
certain conditions. In her sublimations she will give effect to her
desire to restore her mother and give her back her father and
children, say, by becoming a nanny, a hospital nurse or a masseuse,
or by pursuing intellectual interests;4 and if at the same time she

1 In her paper, 'Some Unconscious Mechanisms in Pathological Sexuality
and their Relation to Normal Sexual Activity' (1933), Melitta Schmideberg
has also come to the conclusion that restitutive tendencies are of great
importance as an incentive to heterosexual and homosexual activities. The
paper must be consulted for details.

2 If his sense of guilt is excessive, the fusion of his sexual activities and his
reactive tendencies may give rise to severe disturbances of his sexual life. We
shall reserve for the next chapter a discussion of the effect which the desire to
make restitution has upon the sexual development and potency of the male
individual.

3 Even where her sadism remains dominant, the means she employs to
master her anxiety will influence her sexual life and may either lead her to
maintain a homosexual attitude or adopt a heterosexual one, both positions
being based upon her sadistic tendencies.

4 In my 'Infantile Anxiety-Situations Reflected in a Work of Art and in the
Creative Impulse' (1929), I have analysed an account by Karen Michaelis
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